
 

 

 
 

 

Compare and Contrast: 

Hunter-Gatherer and Agrarian Societies 

Grade 8 

Social 

Studies 

 

 

Hunter-Gatherer 
 

 

 

Agrarian 

(Farming and 

Agriculture) 

Food Sources:  

 

- Started by gathering roots, nuts, 

berries, and other plant life. 

- Scavenged meat that other animals had 

killed and left behind. 

- Eventually, began to make tools that 

would be useful for hunting: arrows, 

spears, knives, harpoons. 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Sources:  

 

- Southeast Asia: rice and millet. 

- East: wheat, barley, and rye.  

- Central and South America: corn and 

potatoes.  

Division of Labour:  

 

- No true division of labour. 

- Men did the hunting because of their 

strength and because they did not have 

infants dependent on them. 

- Women gathered fruit, nuts, eggs, and 

other foods.  

Division of Labour:  

 

- True form of division of labour: 

different people did different jobs.  

- Individuals living in these societies were 

able to specialize in their tasks! 

- This began the development of skills and 

trade, and encouraged the spread of 

ideas and knowledge.  

Community Size, Population Growth:  

 

- Smaller groups and communities, usually 

families. Anywhere from 20 to 60 people. 

- Less population growth because they 

often had to face dangers of moving (no 

shelter from environmental factors). 

Community Size, Population Growth:  

 

- Permanent settlements, less dangerous 

lifestyle, and steady supply of food 

meant more infants survived, people had 

longer lives, and population increased. 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 

Compare and Contrast: 

Hunter-Gatherer and Agrarian Societies 

Grade 8 

Social 

Studies 

 

 

Hunter-Gatherer 
 

 

      Agrarian 

(Farming and 

      Agriculture) 

Movement of Population:  

 

- Need to move around with availability of 

food.  

- Continually moving and following the 

animals that they used for food and 

clothing, and moving to where the plants 

that they use are available. 

Movement of Population:  

 

- Did not require movement from place to 

place; the first development of 

permanent settlements. 

Shelter:  

 

- Temporary; no permanent shelters 

because these groups of people were 

constantly on the move. 

- Had a fixed camp where they might 

spend a few weeks to a few months. 

Shelter:  

 

- Farmers are bound do the land that they 

cultivate. One major result of farming 

was that people began to settle in one 

place, build permanent shelters, and 

develop communities.  

 

Advantages of this Lifestyle:  

 

- Physical fitness and consumption of a 

variety of foods. 

- Don’t have to plant or harvest crops, and 

do not have to work as long as farmers. 

- Do not have to rely on good weather for 

food. 

 

Advantages of this Lifestyle:  

 

- Protection from dangerous animals, 

poisonous food, and other humans 

(armies). 

- Constant and controllable supply of food. 

- Allows different people to take on 

different jobs and become specialized. 

Disadvantages of this Lifestyle: 

  

- Food supply is never guaranteed. 

- Hunter/gatherers tend to have shorter 

lives because: the food they 

hunted/gathered may be diseased or 

poisoned; or they may be attacked by 

animals and/or other humans. 

Disadvantages of this Lifestyle: 

 

- Farming in different parts of the world 

may require extensive manipulation 

(changing) of the environment. 

- Farming is hard, time consuming, and 

labour intensive! Also dependent on 

weather. 

 

 

  


